
April 30, 2020 

Dear Parents and Guardians of NACS Children, 

I hope each of you continue to be healthy and safe while maintaining a positive outlook as we 
continue navigating these unprecedented times. The purpose of this letter is to provide updates 
on end-of-the-year related items. At the end of the letter, I also respond to inquiries about 

recent statements made by state officials regarding the 2020-2021 school year. 

Kindergarten Enrollment:  Because of stay-at-home orders, social-distancing requirements, 
and mass gathering restrictions, kindergarten enrollment information is being collected online. 

Enrollment information for 2020-2021 kindergarten students can be accessed by clicking here. 
If you know of someone who resides in the NACS attendance area and has a child who will turn 
5-years-old by August 1, 2020, please forward this information to them. Depending on potential 

changes to stay-at-home orders and mass gathering restrictions, we plan to create an event for 
new kindergarten students to visit our schools prior to the start of school in August.  

Commencement:  We continue monitoring changes in social-distancing requirements and 

mass gathering restrictions. Although we remain hopeful that we might be able to celebrate 
together by providing some type of limited ceremony, we are also investigating virtual and 
hybrid options. More information will be sent on or before May 19. 

Summer School:  The June session of summer school will utilize Remote Learning. The 
Governor’s previous order closed schools until the end of the current school year. According to 
Indiana statute, the end of a school year is defined as June 30; therefore, the first summer 

school session will use Remote Learning. If the Governor revises his orders in a way that 
changes when in-person instructional activities can resume, we will consult with local medical 

and public health experts and additional information about the June session of summer school 
will be sent on or before May 19. For the July session of summer school, we will continue 
monitoring changes in social-distancing requirements, mass gatherings restrictions, and stay-

at-home orders and communicate updated information on or before June 16. 

Summer Extra-Curricular Camps and Practices:  For the same reason we are using Remote 
Learning for the June session of summer school, all summer extra-curricular camps and 

practices scheduled to take place before July 1 are canceled or postponed. More information 
about whether a specific activity is canceled or postponed will be communicated by the coach, 
teacher, or activity sponsor. Likewise, if the Governor revises his orders in a manner that 

changes when these activities can resume, we will consult with local medical and public health 
experts and additional information about the June activities will be sent on or before May 19.  
If in-person instructional activities cannot resume, neither will extra-curricular activities. 

Report Cards:  Report cards will not be distributed until the week of June 8. To adhere to 
social-distancing procedures, teachers and office staff will be visiting our schools on a rotational 
basis which will prolong the process of assessing final projects, conducting inventory on items 

dropped-off, following-up with students who have missing items, and processing, printing and 
mailing report cards. Our first priority will be to process course grades for members of the Class 
of 2020, so we can determine whether graduation requirements were met and communicate 

such information on or before June 5. Because remote learning significantly reduced the 
opportunities for our elementary teachers to conduct accurate in-class performance 
assessments, the elementary report cards will not include a letter grade but will include 

indicators of what skills were taught and narrative comments or feedback. 

Pick-Up/Drop-Off of Items:  As the Remote Learning schedule indicates, pick-up of items 
remaining in lockers and desks and drop-off of final projects, textbooks, library books, etc., will 

https://www.nacs.k12.in.us/cms/One.aspx?portalId=21016704&pageId=23678582


happen predominantly from May 22 through the original last day of school of May 29. The pick-
up/drop-off procedures must comply with up-to-date social-distancing requirements and mass 

gathering restrictions; therefore, a final schedule with procedural details will be shared by your 
child’s school principal on or before May 19. Although each school may have slightly different 
procedures because of the number of students needing to access the school and the floorplan of 

each school, the following guidelines will be implemented at all of our schools, and they are 
subject to change as new information becomes available: 

1. Students or family members who are isolated or quarantined because of exposure to 

or diagnosis of COVID-19 will not be permitted to enter any of our schools. Likewise, 
those who are sick or recently experienced a fever will not be permitted to enter our 
schools. Before visiting our schools and based on information from the Allen County 

Department of Health, visitors must be fever free without the use of fever-reducing 
medications, like Tylenol, for at least 72 hours and be symptom free for at least 
seven days. If you are unable to visit because of illness, isolation, quarantine, or 

recently experiencing a fever, please contact the school principal, or her/his designee, 
to reschedule. 

2. All visitors must wear a mask/facial covering that covers both the mouth and nose. 

Pulling up a shirt will not be permitted. Based on information provided by the ACDH, 
if a mask is unavailable, a bandana, scarf, or similar facial covering will be permitted. 

3. The number of persons permitted in the school and classrooms will be limited. School 

principals will be communicating how students will be scheduled to visit. If the 
assigned time does not work, please contact the school principal, or her/his designee, 

to reschedule. 

4. To reduce the likelihood of spreading the virus to others, the pick-up/drop-off 
schedule will incorporate opportunities for frequent cleaning of commonly-touched 

surfaces between scheduled visits. 

5. Social-distancing procedures will be implemented in an effort to maintain at least six 
feet of distance between visitors. This includes limiting moments for socializing. We 

miss seeing you and your child(ren) and would love to catch-up and socialize, but the 
purpose for complying with the social-distancing requirements is to reduce the 
chances of unknowingly transmitting the virus to others.  

6. To reduce the chances of spreading the virus to others, steps will be taken to reduce 
the number of surfaces touched by visitors. For example, doors will be propped open 
and time will not be provided to sort through the contents of desks or lockers. All 

desk and locker contents must be removed and sorted elsewhere. Trash bins will not 
be available. If a library book or any other item needing to be returned to school is 
found while sorting the items at home, please contact the school principal, or her/his 

designee, to arrange a time to return it. Each child will be given a plastic trash bag in 
which to place items and to assist in carrying things from the school. 

7. Other procedures for picking-up and dropping-off items will be unique to each school 

and will be included in a follow-up communication that will come from the school 
principal on or before May 19. 

Start of the 2020-2021 School Year:  Recently, the Governor stated that an announcement 

may be made within the next few weeks regarding the start of school next fall. Several patrons 
asked what I expected this announcement to entail. At this point, I do not know. Information 
has not yet been shared with superintendents. After we receive confirmed information and after 

we have time to process how the information applies to NACS, we will send the appropriate 
follow-up communication.  



Regardless of what state officials communicate to us or when they communicate it, the number 
of details that need to be contemplated and resolved is complex and mind-boggling. We will 

continue to consult with our local medical and public health experts and follow their 
recommendations. Fortunately, several Indiana schools are scheduled to begin the new school 
year about 2–3 weeks before NACS is scheduled to begin. If they adhere to their schedule, we 

will learn from these schools and use the newly-learned information to update and revise our 
initial plans. Therefore, I do not expect detailed information about the start of school to be 
finalized until the end of July or beginning of August. Below are some principles that will guide 

our preparations for the 2020-2021 school year. 

• We will continue complying with government mandates such as the Governor’s orders. 

• We will continue consulting with local medical and public health experts and following 

their recommendations. We will not be swayed by emotional or politically-motivated 
pleas shared through mass media outlets, social media, or other forums. 

• We will make decisions based on facts provided by our local medical and public health 

experts. These decisions will be made with the intent of maximizing our ability to 
provide healthy and safe learning environments for the children we are blessed to 
serve and the staff who serves them while also minimizing health risks.   

• We believe, and always have believed, that face-to-face, in-person learning activities 
are better than eLearning or Remote Learning could ever be. Remote Learning, despite 
its limitations, is helping us make the best of an unprecedented situation. Despite its 

constraints, Remote Learning is allowing us to continue engaging kids in instructional 
activities, supporting them through ongoing interactions with their teachers and peers, 

and providing meals to those who qualify for the federal school lunch program. At the 
same time, Remote Learning helped us do our part to reduce the spread of the virus.   

Fortunately, medical professionals, public health experts and scientists are working to create a 

vaccine and treatments, continuing to learn about how the virus spreads and continuing to learn 
about the potential long-term health effects of COVID-19. They are working to determine more 
accurate rates of mortality and recovery by trying to determine how many had COVID-19 but 

did not report it or have it confirmed. The information they are learning will help all schools 
create plans for engaging students. We will continue consulting with our local experts and 
learning about these facts.  

We remain hopeful that we will be able to take steps that move us towards normal. However, 
we will not jeopardize the health of our students, staff, or their families simply because we all 
desire a rapid return to our previous normal. From what we are learning at this moment, school 

will look different until there is a vaccine. However, until there is a vaccine, we also must learn 
to coexist with COVID-19. Over the next several weeks, we will learn what coexisting with 
COVID-19 might look like. Based on this information, we will develop plans for moving towards 

normal. Unfortunately, it appears unlikely that these plans will resemble our previous normal.   

We miss seeing and interacting with kids at school, being in a routine, and providing the types 
of learning experiences that we know are most effective. We remain hopeful that we can soon 

start moving towards normal, and I continue praying that vaccines and treatments are 
developed sooner rather than later. In the meantime, stay healthy, stay safe, and stay positive. 
Thank you for your support, patience, and flexibility. 

Respectfully, 
 
Chris Himsel, PhD 

Superintendent  
 


